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= your vonn | Moi — — F 
with the Sword; and have taken 
_ away your Eborſes,. and 1 have nude 
the 2 of your Camp: 10 come 7 ; 
into your Noſtrilr: get have” 2 
; Teen unte nd f at the Lad 15 


NN E. Al hey: Site Salt Gepe 
nvnour of the [Worlds A iſpoſet 
of Events, lis various Methods of 
| keeping Mankind in fubjection to him, and 
making them ſenfible of his Power and Dos - 
minion over them. He has very gentle and 
very ſevere Diſpenſations, Wis ich He vi- - 
fits them by turns; and though he is much 
more delighted, When he can zowern by tie 
former, yer he ſometimes finds it netẽſſary 
- have recourſe to the latter: A = 
always ha that even his heavieſt Ju 
whe 1 e for the Reformation of . 


Wicked Men: we find — 
leve-. — 
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ſeveral times in the Chapter of the Text; j 
where he enumerates the various Judgments 
he had. ſucceſſively ſent down on the 
Houſe of Iſrael, and all without effect. / 
have given you, ſays heClraneſs of Teeth in 
all your Ciits, aid wan —_— in your 
Platz ds, Have, whit bob 
9⁰¹⁰ lo thats two or three” tic 5 — d unto 
one City to drink Vater. 7 have ſ ſm 55 You 
with Bly aſting ani Mildem, oben van fat dens, 
and ꝓaur Kineyards, G. da e by Neu _ 
your Olive, Nr e 1 Ihe Pal er Norm 
devoured them—— I have' ſent SS Jo, the 
Peſtilence, after the manner of Egypt, your 
young Men have I ſlam with the Sword, &c. 
But all theſe Severities, it ſeems, uere too 
little to reclaim them; for we. ſtill have it 
repeated, after the Relation of every Judg- 
ment ; Jet. have, * not 2 TER unto * * 
i. Lord. jo eld cod? gui 
Ing wiv ze 1901 190 coin; 
| And I TY this w were 3 too bs og the 
Caſe of our own Country. We too have 
had Experience of many of God's dreadful 
Viſitations, though far leſs: than our Leden. 
ties deſervd, and with, a large Allay. of un- 
merited Bleſf ngs; yet bave we. not returned 
unto the Lord, nor are we made the better 


AM all our Sutferings. The ſeveral, , 
na 
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Liberties. 
i bis oval % BET ti it nö I 
But that we may improve the Senſe of 
our Publick Sufferings, and of the Tranſ- 
55 greſſions for which We ſuffer, to the, Deſign 
of this Day's iPenitential Suhmiſſion; that 
we may humble our {clues under the affli- 
cting Hand of God: That we may confeſs 
all this to be the Lord's Doing ; and be 
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nal Calamities | mention'd in this Chapter, 
with which the great Sovereign of the Uni- 
verſe chaſtiſes an ungodly People, have all 
had thelr Turns oß raging in this Land: 
But that which now lies heavieſt on us, 
and the farther Calamities whereof we are 

now met to | deprecate, by the ſalemn Hu- 

miliation of our ſelves before Gad, and the 


Religious Exerciſes of this Day, is (the Mi- 


ſery of a devouring War; which however 


unavoidably enter d into, and ſucceſsfully 


carty'd on, has been unexpectedly long and 
tedious; . y.;and; expenſive in which 
ions of Lives haye been facrifi-- 
ced, and many Millions ef Treaſure been 
conſum'd, and all without producing the 
expected Fruit of ſo much Hazard and Con- 
tedtion, viz. a Joyful Reſt and Tranquillity, 
the Security of our Religion, and the undi- 
hon of our Civil Rights and 


ſturb d Poſſe 


* | U 


4 


alar- 
med: 


wy A P e y 


Yo” a 


TL 

will fatther de, ff we continue to prayoke 
him: That the Almighty may not complain 
of us, as formerly” of the Fews: That tho 
he has ſlain our Men with the Sword, 
and permitted other Evils to befal us, Jet 
would wwe not return unto bim; give me leave, 
from the Words of the Text, and Occaſion 
of the Day, to inſiſt n following Points. 


1 That the Sword is an Inſtrument of 
+ God's Vengeance; and that all Wars 
and Fightings are a Judgment ſent 
from him, to ehaſtiſe the mA af 


both the contending” Parties. 


MW. That to remain iineonrigble © HP 
Gods: Judgments, "+ is the higheſt 4 De. 
gree ree of Provpcation; and ttie certain 
ay to inevitable Deſtratiion. I” 


II How far in Fact we have, a in 
hat manner we:'ought do det un- 
to the Zona: our Got; that ſo wie may 
7 his W rar avert» his Judg- 


2750 3 Wy es and vecommend ou ſelves do 
this Favour and Protection {oo 
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Woe fe the Sword is an Inftrument of 


___ God's Vengeance; and that all Wars 
and Fightings are a Judgment ſent 
from him, to chaſtiſe the Iniquity of 
both the contending Parties. 


To confirm which Aſſertion, and make 


you ſenfible that War is both an Evil, and 


an Evil of God's ſending, I might appeal 
to a multitude of Texts, where he threat- 
ens it in his Anger, and joins it with other 


Plagues, the moſt dreadful that can befal a 


Nation; where he aſſumes to himſelf the 
Title of Lord of Hoſts, and even glories in 
the Appellation of Sbaddai, or the Deſtroyer; 
I kill, ſays he, and I make alive, I wound and 
J heal, Deut. xxxii. 39. And a little after, If 
I whet my glittering Sword, and my Hand take 
bold on Judgment; I will render Vengeance to 
mine Enemies, and will reward them that hate 
me. We read in the 14th of Ezekiel, that 
the Sword 1s one of thoſe which he calls his 
four ſore Judgments : It was one Branch of 
the miſerable Option propos d to David, 


when he was to be: puniſh'd for Numbering 


the People ; and we find he:did not think it 
the leaſt of the three Evils, but made choice 
of the Peſtilence it ſelf as a leſs formidable 
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Will it here be alledg'd, that to flee three 
Months before our Ent mies, whilſt they of 
us, which was to have been David's Caſe ; 
or more generally, that to be croſs d with 
continual Diſappointments, to miſcarry in 
all our Warlike Enterprizes, and fall at laſt 
under the Power of a prevailing Adverſary, 
might indeed be accounted a heavy Judg- 
ment : But that a proſperous and ſucceſsful 
War, ſuch as this we are ingag'd in, atten- 
ded with repeated Victories, and bleſt with 
many Providential Events, may better afford 
Matter of Joy and Triumph, than of Hu- 
miliation and Repentance, and fill us with 
the Aſſurance, that God is pleas'd with the 

uſtice of our Cauſe, and that we are the 
ople whom he delights to honour. 


If this ſhould be objected in Bar to the 
ſolemn Devotions, the religious Auſterities, 
the affectionate Contrition, the ſmiting Re- 
flections on our own Unworthineſs, and the 
ſoftneſs of God's Diſpleaſure, which this 

y of Penance and Mortification calls for ; 
may I not be allow'd (in order to promote 
theſe Holy Duties, and for the ſubduing in 
our ſelves that Pride and Elation of Mind, 
which might otherwiſe obſtruct them) to 
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turn the dark fide of our Affairs, and re- 
| preſent a more uncomfortable Proſpect; 
without being thought to undervalue the 
Goodneſs of our Divine Benefactor, or in- 
ſenſible of thoſe accumulated Favours, which 
in the Riches of his Mercy he has ſhou er d 
down upon us? For which may his glori- 
ous Name be ever magnify'd and exalted, 


For ſtill it muſt be remembred, that 
however the continued Succeſſion of ſo, ma- 
ny Bleſſings and Deliverances may admini- 
ſter juſt Grounds of Wonder and Delight, 
of Love and Gratitude, of Hope and Truſt; 
it gives us none of Confidence and Preſum- 
ption. How well ſoever the Almighty may 
be affected to a Righteous Cauſe, he will 
be no Friend to the unrighteous Eſpouſers 
of it, Whatever paſt Advantages we have 
gain d, they are ſo far only an Earneſt and 
Pledge of farther Mercies, as they are 
thankfully receiv'd, and uſefully improv d; 
but our Exaltation will only contfgbute to 
our heavier Fall, if we grow giddy with 
our Heighth, and look not to the Arm 
that rais d us. We have put on our Ar- 
mour with good Succeſs, but it is not yet 
time to put it off: The incidental Scenes of 
the Tragedy of haye been generally in 
F . io, 


Our 


* 


— Y : 388 e Gau a 


11 


our Favour, but who can judge what the 


Cataſtrophe will be? The main Iſſue of it 
is ſtill precarious and depending, beyond 
the reach of our Foreſight to diſcover, or 
our Power to determine. God only can 
give Succeſs or Diſappointment to our Coun- 
cils and our Arms: He only knows how the 
great conteſted Point will be finally decided; 
whether Europe ſhall be free, or ſubjected 
to the Arbitrary Will of one Aſpiring Mo- 


narch; whether the true Religion, or Popiſh 
Superſtition ſhall be eſtabliſh'd in- theſe 


In the mean time, is not our very Uncer- 
tainty in a Matter of ſo much Conſequence, 
our Fears of a Miſcarriage, our Reflections 
on the Inſtability of Worldly Bleffings, our 


Apprehenſions that the Courſe of Succeſs 
may poſſibly turn againſt us, and the Tri- 


umphs of ſo many Years be blaſted by the 


Event of one unproſperous Day; is not 
even this, I ſay, enough to convince us, 
that War is a heavy Judgment; that even 
a victorious and ſucceſsful War carries ſome 
Marks of the Divine Diſpleaſure, has its 
ſhare of Punifhment and Suffering, and is 
a juſt Occaſion of humbling our ſelves in 


the moſt lowly and reverent manner n 


ry f . A . w. ⁵˙⁰ i!. AH 401 A A 44 Are * 
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Ten 
Almighty God; of flying to him, for Pardon 
and Pretection, under the modeſteſt Senſe of 
our - and deepeſt Conviction of our 
Guilt? ; 3 


But if to the Uneaſineſs of ſuch an anxi- 
ous and doubtful State, we add the una- 
voidable Calamities with which all War is 
neceſſarily attended; if we reflect on tlie 
Confuſion and Diſorder, the Waſte and De- 
ſolation, the Injuſtice, Cruelty and Oppreſ- 
fron, the undiſtinguiſſd. Violence to inno- 
cent Friends and innocent Foes, during the 
Heat and Hurry of a Battle or a Purſuit, 
with many other affrightning Circumſtan- 
ces that might be nam d; this muſt farther 
convince us, how far ſuch a State is from 
being at any time eligible, how unlovely and 
uninviting under its moſt promi ſing and fa- 
vourable Aſpect; and what a Pain it muſt be 
to a Breaſt that has any generous Senſe of 
Pity, even to conquer at the Expence of ſo 
much Miſery of. his Fellow- creatures. 


I forbear to aggravate this black and diſ- 

mal Seene, by repreſenting the Cruelties in 
cold Blood, with other licentious Outrages 
and Exceſſes, committed not only without, 
but againſt Command, by thoſe Sons of hn 
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lence whom no Rule or Order can reſtrain. 
Tam ſpeaking only of regular Oppreſſion, 


and diſciplin'd Barbarity, ſuch as is warrant- 


ed by the Law of Arms, and is, I confeſs, in 
ſome Degree neceſſary toward the ſucceſsful 


Proſecution of a War: But may we not 


therefore infer from that very unhappy Ne- 


ceſſity, which obliges us to be the Inftru- 
ments of ſo much Miſchief, that War, in its 


beſt and moſt wiſh'd-for Event, is ſtill a ve- 
ry dreadful Judgment? To which, by the 
way, tis a very poor Alleviation, to reflect 
that our Enemies have ſuffer d much more 
than we. | 


But let us take now another View, and 


turn from the Evils we make others bear, to 
thoſe we endure our ſelves. Is it not enough 
to damp our Pride, and make us aſham'd of 
our confident Boaſting, when we confider at 


how dear a rate the Subject of our Boaſting 


has been purchas d? How our young Men 


have been ſlain with the Sword, for which 
there are too many Widows to make Lamenta- 


tion; how many have been made Fatherleſs, 


and how many Childleſs; how our Poor 
have encreas'd, our Commerce decay'd; how 


largely we have been drain'd of our Riches, 
and which is much more precious, of our 


Blood, 


L 19 J . 


Conſider what a Value is ſet by the Laws 
of this Land, as well as by the Laws of God, 


on every ſingle Life; how ftri& an Inquiſiti- 


ON 1s made for the Blood of the meaneſt Sub- 5 
ject, when ſpilt even by the greateſt; with 


hew unanimous a Voice, and warm an Indig- 


nation, Juſtice is demanded againſt any Mur- 
therer ; and yet how many of theſe valuable 
Lives are facrificed in every Battle, or with- 
out a Battle, by the Fatigues and Caſualties 

of an Expedition or Campaign; and that 


Conſideration will be a farther Proof, that 


we have all this time been under God's viſit- 
ing and affſicting Hand, even while we have 


been conquering. N 
"Tis by his Bleſſing indeed that we prevail ; 
in the Contention with our Enemies; but 


tis his Anger that leaves us any Enemies to 
contend with. We muſt afcribe it to his Fa- 


vour and Loving-kindneſs, that our Right 


has been hitherto ſo happily vindicated and 


aſſerted ; but to his fatherly Correction and 
Reproof, that our Right is {till diſputed, and 


of Arms. 55 


Blood, in the Courſe of this expenſive and 
deſtructive War? 


that we have occaſion to vindicateit by Force 


"TT 


We are, in ſhort, but the Inſtruments of 
his Wrath, in all our Strife and Contention, 
and do but ſerve his Purpoſes on one another. 
He ſuffers Kingdoms to waſte and weaken 
each other, that ſo he may avenge himſelf 
upon both, in Proportion to their ſeveral 
Provocations. Which is the Subſtance of 
my firſt Aſſertion. I am now to ſhow in 
= mY pra . 


1 II. Place, That to remain incorrigible un- 
| der God's Judgments is the higheſt De- 
= gree of Provocation, and the certain 
[ Way to inevitable Ruin. 1 


There is indeed no greater Sign of a con- 
firm'd Wickedneſs, and perfect Obduration, 
I than to be inſenſible under the Rod of Affli- 
I | ction; not to be improv'd or better'd by ſuch 
| awakening Ad monitions, to be ſo far from 
Iſa. 9. 13, Turning to him that ſmiteth us, as, on the con- 
| trary, to ſpurn at the Arm that laſhes us, and 
defie his Power while we ſmart under it. 


Let us hear how he reſents ſuch a carelels 
and ſtubborn Behaviour. Ia. xxii. 12, 13, 14. 
And in that Day, ſays the Prophet (it was a 
Day when the Perſians by the Divine - 
5 miſſion 
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Body . to bury? 2 8 K imthers'd and 
peg in Sottilhine "nt ty, that alf its 
ties are ſuf] alen 1 Paros quite ſtupid 
and void al Belle exion, u 12 to be 
an active Principle. White E aut is thus dor- 
mant and fecurè (as it often! 18 I a fortunate x 
and flouriſhing Condition) it ſeems good to the 
All-wiſe Providence te rouſe and | qu uteken, it by 
Man is Proof 


this ſeverer fo if he is dęaf, not only 
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| © the Af Voice of C „ bu he Waller | 
and; more audible” 7 mations of 0 1 ik 
Miſery © cannot h ey nor © To ion tame 


him £ bis- Chnſciente thence, 
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comes ſo dead and inſenſible, 5 no Al = | 


refliqn can be made on It: No Exhorttions,no 

ebukes; no Threats no Nt 3 5 EXC 25 
or Wade, or allure or 11 2 Mi de 
4 Heart to unrelentifg. Suck Was e ate of 
thoſe whom the Prophet 5 enem complains of. | 
T hou ha ? fricken em. "A 755 ave not griev's, 'd, 
thou haſt con ſum d enn but they bave re 725 d.1% re- 
ceive Cvrrectioi, they have mide their Facts barder 


| than a a Rock, they} pave refuſed to to return, Jer. V. 3˙ 


But of this we may be alfurd, that mch as. 
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Beil Ser du de rotrect more” Serply in his 
Anger, and however reſblute and manly ſome 


may think it to out · brave theit Sufferings, and 


better to relkentiif thie 
tlag him too lat, or ab 
his Wrath.” - 
foil ve 5200 A500 110 l att H 931860: 
f (lacs e more in God's 8 
Punithaſent: chan Rabding: the Shock of it for 
a fe Moments, ot 4 ſhort*limited Time, arid 
re: Aa Man 
eguld Hxvx „that as oon as he had 
weather 6ut one 800 u, le Th6ald/for the: 
ture he Prebf agi iuſt ali Adverfſity, aid that 
Almighty Vengence could nat reach him; 
this Caſe, if daf ng and küflegble Tempe would 
Aa the al 
'the Pa- 


uning, without temp- 
ding the erent te of 


dare the Divine Vengeance, tis far wiſer and 


mighty ho mere Cürſts in ftort;;'Hl 


triareh had Bleffings, who when re ad Been 


ſtolh from him, „ Was 0 Maſter oa ſerch; bf 
none ut leaſt that ws qual to the firſt, it mig 
be ſone Enesuräge to wicked Men to tH- 
fle with his Fury, When they _ that he 
was once aitecg, vn had already fee 
his fisgle Bolt, che geiler of Heaye bi 
never to be exhauſted. Tho his Judginents ar 
one forth, and his Hand is heavy in 'anothet 
lace, he is not leſs at Leiſure to regard out 
Addions here, nor leſs able to chaſtiſe us for em. 
He can ſmite us in the midſt of our Security, 
| © 323i 4. 
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when we think-of no farther Dango, aud with 
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Had it not been much 7 ry Phareob, 1 
if after he had eſſayd two or three of God's 
Judgments, he had folGUA his Command, and 
let Iſrael: go —— than have brought on him- 
ſelf and Country Ten dreadful Plagues, and in 
the end the Loſs of all their Firſt-born; and, 
after: all, he. fore d to permit that wich he had 
ſo obſtinately refus'd; and not only to permit 
their Departure, bur even court thoſe toi be 
gone,whom he had before detain d by. Violence. 
rok as res 03: Arlgud 2% 10 ff n 
b tbeq Prodigal Son hadi m anagid aſter the 
ſame Rate, when: his extraxagany':Folly had * 
brought him to d very unhappy. Condition ; 
when he was reduc'd ſo: low, as to envy not 
only his Father's Servants their Bread, but the 


; very. Sine their Husks: If. alter his Fortune 


was exhauſted, his high Spirit had remain d, 


be might have ended his Days in Shame and 
heggery, in ade County, un vopitieds un unte. 
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worthineſs he was accounted che more worth) 


a Servant, was receiv'd with joy as a Favourite 
| Son. 511 And this uy mend me to the 


I leave it to every Man's Conſcience to 


a contrite Heart and humble Ip 
e with a Shame and 2 n 
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Duty, was abundantly preferable to the Pain of 
. Starving. And you ſee the happy Conſequence 
of his De how by humbling himſelf 


he became exalted, how by conſeſſing his; Un. 
and whilft he was contented to be admitted a; 


1100799 o Vito for bus het! VIII 
or m. Tbiug prop ropor'd;which, was, To donfder I 
--: > how far, in Fuct, we hayeg and in what Id 

manner we ought to return unto the Lord Ib 
or God, tliat ſo we may: appeaſe his 
t 
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Wrath, avert his Jad and recom- 

mend our ſelves to his: Favour: and Erote- 
Cion. 28 01 DFD E 341 
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"hand here: 1 mal not ey N chat we Wl 

have all, without exception, ! aſtray from i 

the Rules of Holy Living, Preterib d us dy our | 
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Heavenly Lord ood Father; and are. nd more 


worthy to be 'call'd his Sons or Servants, till 


we return to our Duty and Allegiance a . 


how far he, for his own part, has deviated — 
the Laws of God, at what diſtance-he' ſtands 


from him, and to make his Approaches to him 


ain b ſuch regular and wary Steps, as the 
Baaiple of wos Re tance ls er; ; with 
cover d 
melted- with 
Godly 


"oy I rus Tis J 


tence Goaly N with an earneſt defire of Par- 


nſef don and Reconciliation, with an undiſſembled 


5 W his N ſeighbour. 
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hat draw an uncomfortable and diſgraceful Parallel 


nd between the nominal Chriſtians in theſe, and 


his the real ones in the Primitive Days. It would 
m. be an Undertaking of too large a Compals for 


te- the Remainder of 7 this Diſeourſe, to deſcribe in 


ſuch Colours as they deſerve, the ſhameful Riot 
and, Nebaucl 


I e Decay of our Piety and 


we Improvement t of, our Luxury, the Abuſe of 
m God's Merce and Contempt of his Ordinan- 
ur ces, and the Swarms of Hereſies and Peſtilen- 


tial 1 HH that have infeſted this Nation for 
55 Years with an; -uncontroul'd Licenti- 


ing on this uf Hg, fince all Endeavours of this 


Care 
verergn, "_ has recommended the Enquiry in- 
to the Growth of theſe Errors, and the Caufes 


we. may. reaſonably prorhile our ſelves, from 
the good Diſpoſition of all Parts of the Legiſl 

lure, that when once the Cauſe i is fully faid 
| Open 


Confeſſion of his ſinful Frailties, with holy Vows. 
and ſolemn. Reſolutions of Amendment, with 
an affectionate Love of God, and univerſal 


101 hall mg; inlarge on the rte ö. of the 
ider Ties and reigning Vices of the Age; nor 


ch But there 1 5 the lels need of my inlarg- 


kind are happily ſuperſeded, by the Religious 
1000 12 1 Ze of our 9 ca en Co- | 


of it, to the Clergy. in Convocation aſſembled; and 
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open, inis growing g and conta Rematy Eyil, wil 
not be Tong without a proper; 

wy have but juft kinted at theſe bo hs in 
Faith and Practice, as $19 I tefatnrd , And 
without the Reformation of neh mul 
hope for no Bleſſing on dur 'Endexvours, not 
A thing we take in Hand will offer 

but as they are. Subjects of Diſcourſe 255 out 
of Seaſon, and very Fes quently and copiouſly | in. 
filted en, I have Erber to ex en TN on them. 


And 4 the rather chule to contract el 7 
to theſe Points, becauſe there is one 16 ality 
not ſo watchfully obſerva, more rarely con- 
demi'd, leſs heartily ete ted ald . has 
ſo peculiar ; a Relation, 0 the Butinels ff ar, 
that I cannot but think it a mY er Matter for 
the Humiliation of this Day; and that is; the 
want of a publick S 1rit and Aibnite ed. Lore 
of our Country. ad ſuch a Spixit prevail 
among us, had we all been as Ze only Concern. 
ed for the common Welfare, as for onr Partie 
lar Intereſts and Advantages,” how much more 
effectually might we hade prefecture our jul 
"Rights, how much ſooner bad thEhloody Tra 

gedy been ended, and a joyful Peice and Tran 
quill been reſtor d: Had we ſtrove with : 
generous Contention, who ſhould be moſt active 
and forward in the Setvice of his Country; ö WII 


| ſhould contribute moſt largely to its Pte erat 
"0 
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Frauds and Depredati me In 
and repteſented as no Injury to any one, as if that 
Government could have no Property of its own, to 


r 
on and Support, and bear the Lare Share of the 


common Burden, inſtead of artful Management and 


ſhifting Contrivance, to bear either none at all, or 
as little as was bl 
Courſe, we might havegloried in the Name of Pa- 


e; if, I ſay, we had taken this 


triots indeed, we might, in all Human Probability, 


have long ſince enjoy d the Fruits of our hearty and 


vigorous Endeavours, in a Freedom from any far- 
ther Hazard or Expence, and our very Liberality 


its ſelf might have prov'd the trueſt Parſimony. 


But has there not, in this Reſpect, been a Defe& 
of Juſtice, as well as Generoſity? Has not the Public 
been ſhamefully defrauded by with-holding legal 
Dnes, and aire Aries. adorn Are not ſuch 


ns too commonly extenuated, 


which we all owe the Security of ours? 
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But whatever has been practis d of this Kind, we 


have Reafon to hope chat the wiſe Determinations 


of this Honourable Houſe, which has taken ſuch 


effectual Care that the Public ſhall both do Juſtice 
and receiye it; will produce for the time to come, 


f nor beer Spir among us, freer from Sell inte 
reſt and Guile, and the little Arts of Cunning and 


Deceit; yet at leaſt a Forbearance of all notorious 


Fraud and exorbitant Injuſtice, and give a Check to 


chat greedy and rapacious Humour which makes 
t 


Men delight in the Miſeries of their Country, if they 
can hut find their own private Account in the Ca- 
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God. This it concerns us to do, both in point of 
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lamities it endures, and raiſe themſelves upon its 
Ruins. 


But as we hope for God's Bleſſing on our public 


*or ry Undertakings,let us purge our ſelves from 


theſe and all other Iniquities, and let em no longer 
be nam d among us; let our Love be without Diſſi- 


mulation to God, our Neighbour and our Country , 


let us reflect on the Mercies we have receiv d with 
Thankfulneſs, and on the Judgments we have felt, 
with Humility and Submiſſion; and let both toge- 
ther encline us ardently to love, and reverently to 
fear him, who is the Author of all the Good, and 


Permitter of all che Ill that happens to us. 


Above all things, let us beware of a ſtubborn and 
contumacious Spirit, and ſuch an unſubdu d Obſti- 
nacy, as is the very Temper of the Devils, who ſtill 
audacioully reſiſt their Maker, tho they know all 
Reſiſtance to be in vain ; whilſt they are gnaſhing 
and howling they are ſtill in Rebellion, they re-ite- 
rate their Crunes in the midſt of their Torture, and 
whilſt they roar for Blaſpheming, they. roar out new 
Blaſphemies. | 


But oh! may none of us ever act or ſuffer like 
them, let the Judgments and Calamities which God 
in his great Wiſdom is pleas d to allot us, (and in 
that Number let us = the Fury of a waſting 
War) work their intended Operation on. us, by dri- 
ving us to ſincere Repentance, obliging us to purity 
our Conſciences from dead Works to ſerve the ling 


Inteteſt. 
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Intereſt and Duty, as private Chriſtians: But there is 
a farther Conſideration that ought to affect us, as we 
are Members of a Body. Politic, if we have any of 
that publick Spirit, or Love for the Community we 
belong to, which I was juſt now recommending ; to 
which we can do no better or more ſubſtantial Ser- 

vice, than by helping to reform it, by uſing our beſt 
ith MW Endeavours, that no accurſed thing may bo found 
elt, among us, that no prevating Vices or ſcandalous Im- 
e- moralities, may diſgrace the Purity of our Profeſſion : 
to That Piety, Truth andJuſtice,may be the diſtinguiſh- 
1d ing Characters of our People; that God's Service 
8 may be our Delight, and his Glory our greateſt Aim. 


And in order to ſo good and deſirable a Work, as 
the reforming Mens Manners, and promoting God's 
Worſhip, I cannot but adore his Goodneſs, that has 
inſpir d our Gracious QI EE N and Her Parliament 
at this time with ſo noble and religious a Thought, 
as the cauſing; to be erected in theſe Cities a fei 
ent number of Places of Divine Worſhip, the want 
of which has ſo long retarded the Progreſs of true 
Reformation, and been ſo manifeſt a hindrance to 
Religion in general, and the Church of England in par- 
ticular. 1 | 
But how muſt it encreaſe our Wonder and our 
Joy, when we reflect, that ſo large and comprehen- 
five a Deſign ſhould be form d at ſo unlikely a 
Juncture, and yet meet with ſo general Encourage- 
ment, that theſe Churches, like the Walls and ſe- 
cond Temple of Jeruſalem, ſhould be built even in Dang. 23. 
troublous Times, when the extraordinary Exigen- 

ces 
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ces of the Government, and the large Supplies requi: 
red for the Public Service, would have given 
a much fairer Pretence for Oppoſition, than on 
other Occaſions has been admitted- It has been 
no uncommon Stratagem, in thoſe who were ſe- 
cretly Ill-wiſhers to any good Deſign, which the 
durſt not openly condemn, to loſe it by Delay, 
and artfully contrive that no Time might be 
found for * Execution of it, by always object- 
ing the unſeaſonableneſs of the time preſent ; which 

treacherous Reaſoning, has been the Ruin of ma- 
ny an honeſt and well-concerted Project. But this 
happy Inſtance will convince us, that no time is un- 
ſeaſonable or improper for doing Good; and that 
where there is an earneſt Diſpoſition, there will ſoon ! 
be a working according to that Diſpoſition; A wil 
ling Mind and hearty Reſolution, far from being 
ſtagger d ar little Obſtacles and Impediments, will 
male its way thro great ones. May the Author of 
all good Counſels give his Bleſſing to this, and di- 
rect it to the Advancement of his Glory, and the 
| Propagation of his Religion: May he give us all the 
Grace of true Repentance, and fit us for the Inheri- 
cance of his Heavenly Kingdom: May he continue 
ro bleſs her Majeſty's Arms with Victory and Suc- 
ceſs, preſerve her Sacred Perſon from ſecret At- 
tempts and open Violence; and in his on good 
time, may he cauſe War to ceaſe in all the Morid, and 


bring Deſtructions to a perpetual End. 
Tb him, with the Son and Holy Ghoſt, &. 
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